By 4 Lover of and Juſt 4 80 
BD ASD. IRR 99 . 


—_— 


03) 


TO THE | 


KING 
| And both Houſes of * 
PARLIAMENT. 


= Oraſmach as ic hath pleaſed the Lord God of He- 


ven and Farch, (whois mighty and powerful, and 
if a0 bringech to paſs whatſoever he will in the ing- 


3& © 


3) domes of this World, ) ſo to ſuffer it to beaccom- 
IP pliſhed, that an eee n unto you, 
to exerciſe over theſe Ringdomes;; And Teas the eople 


of theſe Nations (ovet whom your Auchority u extended) 
are divided in their bee in matters Spiritual, and are 
of different Principles and wayes in Relation to Faith and 
Worlhip and practiſes of Religion, and yet are all of chem 
free-born people, and Natives of theſe N e 1 
ought to yon and in joy their Lives, Liberties a1 tes 
by che juſt Lawes of God and man; And may notjultly any 
of them be deſtroyed by you, nor one ore of OED their 
Perſons and Effates, by Death, Baniſhment or other Perſe- 
cutions, for and becauſe only of their differences in matters 
of opinion aud ſudgement, nor though. they are contrary 
minded in profeſſion of Faich and Worſhip and Religion, 
while they do walk peaceably and juftly in their Converſa- 
tions, under the Kings Authority and do not make praciſę of 
their Religion, to the violating of the Goyern nor to 
the injury of other mens Petſons or Eltates, but 
to be defended and Protected by you in all thei 
as men and Chriftians, both in things 
Notrrichſtanding heir difference in n 
forelaid, they giving probf of their pea 
Fey? | Az. 
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portment towards the King 929 his Government, and he 
people of thele Kingdomes, 32 100 
And thereſore that due care may be had, as juſtly it ouſht 
to be by you, for the Peace and Proſperity and happineſſ of 
theſe Kingdomes, and thar:the juſt Liberties both civil and 
Spiritu il of all people therein, may be allowed and-maintain- 
ed in all ehe Kings Dominion, and that unity and peace way 
be fully eſtabliſh:d, and juſtice and Righteouſneſs of! 
brought forth in the Land, and all Perſecution, Huter a, 
Contention and Rebellion * die and periſh and ne! er 
more appear; And that all Chriſtian people (though 'dif æ- 
rent in judgement and practiſes in matters of Faith and r- 
ſhip) may be protected to live a quiet and peaceable life in ill 
Godlineſs — honeſty under this Government, and that 1- 
dignat ion and vengeance may. he diverted from theſe Lan g, 
which ſeems to threaten becanſe of, the contraty, and tl ar 
bleſſings and peace may come, aad reſt upon this people | r- 
ever. Ro * 
Therefore for theſe ends and cauſes, an in the Name of t ie 
Lordi dopropound unto you, and re you on the. K- 
half of all the divided people of theſe Kingdoms, That free Li- 
berty of Conſcience in the exerciſe of Fauh, Worſhip and Religion to 
Cal Gardi, my be allowed and maintained unto all, without ny 
impoſition, violence or perſecution exerciſed about the ſame, on the p;r« 
ſons, Eſtates, or copſciences of any in any relation $0 Religion, be 
Worſhip of God, Church Government and Miniiry; Bt that | all 
Chrijtian People may be left free in all theſe Kingdomes, in the ex r- 
Ciſe of Conſtieno2 without being reſtrained from, or compelled to i 
way of Worſhip and praiſe of Kelig on, upon anypains and penalti 3, 
and that every one may be admitted, to worſhip Gig in that 1 xy 
as his ſpirit perſwades the beart, and may be defended in ſuch Mew 
profeſſion of Religion, while they make not uſe of thear . Liberty to be 
detrement of any other. mens per ſons or Eſtates as aforeſaid. 
And let it not ſeem ſtrange to you, hy I appear in this 
-manter and matter, at ſuch · a ſeaſon as this ; for your very 
happinels, profperity and eſtabliſhment, or the contrary, de- 
pendeth hereupon, even'in of Region maintaining liberty 
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of Conſcience in the exerciſe of Reſigion, or in limiting and. 
Forcing and pe g about the ſame, ang this may {= 
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thereof in all matters of Faith, ind worſhip and duty to Gud- 
wards ,- is Gods alone only: and proper right and priviledge, 
and he hath reſerved this power and Authority in himſelf, 
and not committed the Lord ſhip over Conſcience, nor the exerciſe 
not ta preſcribe and impoſe Principles and Practiſes of Faich 
and worſhip and Religion, by force and violence on the per- 
ſons and Conſciences of men, but this belongs only to God, 
even to work faith in the heart, and to convert to holineſs, 
and to lead and teach people by his Spirit in his worſhip, and 


: thereof, in the caſes of faith and worſhip,'to, any upon Earth, 


to exerciſe their-Conlgiences in all his wayes 3 For the A- 


oſtles themſelves ſaid, they hid not Dominion over the 
Fah of the Saints, 2 Cor. 1. 24. but the Lord alone And 


King Charles the ficlt, ſaid in his Meditat ions, 97. of that 
| 2 


Edition Printed for R.RoyſtonyT] haue often declared bow little 1 
fire wyLews aud Scepter ſhould intrench on Gods Soueraignity mbichjs 
the on, King of men Conſciences,&c So that to be Lord in Con- 
ſcience and exerciſer chereofin all the matters of Gods King- 
dome, is his only proper right, and to him alone it apper- 
tains, 2 : 8 ATY 11 
2. And therefore confider if Fe do not allow free liberty. of 
Conſcience, and give unto God the Lordſhip and exerciſe 
thereof in all matters of Faith and Worſhip to him-wards;bur 


do impoſe, by violence in forcing co, and reſtraining from 


A 
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ſuch and ſuch wayes of Religion, then ye take Dominion 


over mens faith, whithye ought not to do, and ye intrench 
on Gods Soveraignity, and uſurps bis 3 in exerciſing 
Lordſhip over the Conſcience, in and over which Chriſt is only 
Kin as before recited, and ye ought not to take his. right. from 
him, nor to exerciſe that Auchority over mens faith and Con- 
ſeiences which only appertains unto him, as his proper pri- 
viledge; for in ſo doing how dangerous effects may. it bring 
forth, even ye may eaſilie provoke the Lord to wrath- #gainſ 
you, and bring upon your ſelves ſorrow and miſery, if ye ex- 
ciſe violence upon mens Confciences in and concerning Reli- 

ous matters, contrary tothe Seriptures aud the example of 


Primitive Chriſtians who were perlecuted for their Conſci · * 


ende fake, but did never perſeenre nor puniſh any for that 
cauſe, nor ever uſed violence about their | W as Charles 
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8 Conſider, if ye allow not the free exerciſe — * 
in Spiritual. matters, but do take Dominion over mens faith, * 
and impoſe by violence in the caſes of Conſcience about Reli- | 
gion, and do not ſuffer the Lord to en joy his onely right to 5 
be King, in the matters of his own Kingdom, then ye di ert | c 
the end 2 rule and government among men, and perverts he b 
end of Gods great love and favour ſhewed unto. youin rel o- 
ring of you tothe place of Authority and Judgement; for hñe | P 
end of bo Government upon earth by Kings and Rulers is to 5 
exerciſe J uſtice, Truth, and Righteouſneſſe among men, ad- : 


over the outward man, and to be a praiſe to all chat Jo 
well, and walks uprighcly + [and to be à terrour to ll 0 
tranſgreſſors and them that do evil in their outward mynn, 10 
and to keep the out ward man in good order by juſt fudgm nt 


in all caſes detween man and man; This is only che extent 1 
of your Authority over the outward man, and to your Juriſ- 6 


diction only this belongs, co in Truch and Righteoul- 
neſd, to make Laus and exetute them between man and men, 
to preſerve mens perſons and eſtates from the wrong one of 
another, but not tat afl to make Laws and execute them he- 
tween God and mens Conſciencesin the caſes of his Spirit za 
Kingdom, this power belongs to God, and he hath not co u- 
mitted it to yoũ to exerciſe ; and the ce fore, let juſtice, equ ty 
and merey be exerciſed by you amang mn, and aver the o jt- 
ward man, afid in all caſes between man and man; but m d- | 
dle nor in the caſes ef mens faith ta God, and their Gontiti- 
ences to him, bur leave chat unto him alone whoſe right it is, 
for it is dangerous, and will bring wofull effe&s.if ye int ret ch 
on Gods Soveraignity,and if ye divert. the proper end of ii 
* Government, ad of che Love of Goin reſtoring you ic to 
Authority and Power. 1 
J. Conſider, if ye allow not free Liberty of Conſcienc 
the profeſſion and practice of ſpiritual things, but ee 
by Molenee About Rel; jon, tben this. mill inavudably proguce 
uud hg for th cruel, 233 in the Kingdoms, impriſon meat, 
baniſment, and death, and all the evil effe&s. erfecution, 
will fill che Natjogs; for chough never ſo forceable impot ti- 
dus be laid on che ys 
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rſons, eſtates, and conſciences of, m — 
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he acne difference in ent, and pruſtiſes of Re- 


and to compel into Conformity, yer it caunot be fup- 

that all will bow and conform to the denying of ru 

- way which they are perfwaded in Cotiſcience'ts be right; un 
to the embracing whar they cannot in Con ieve 


is of God, bur will rather ſuffer the trueleſi desthꝭ then con- 
form to any thing contrary to light and knowledge; and if 
| cies oy of 8 1 —_ ſuch One — 
ex to ecut ion, even to denth, though they 
— — . 0 proficable inhabitants ot rhe Kingdoms, 
and in the things between man and man, and in all matters 
temporal pertaining to the King, may be juſt, and righteous, 
and unreprovable, yet becaufe of difference in judgment and 
opinion, expoſed to be deſtroyed in perfon and eftate; and 
ſach effects will not be of honour nor ſafety to theſe Nations 2. 
if innocent and juſt men be deſtroyed, and their refacions ru- 4 
ined, onely for their Conſcience and Religion ſake, by perſe- 
cution. bp | 
F Conſider, if ye do impoſe one way of worthip by foree, 
and perſecute all that are contrary- minded, to prifon and 
death, then bow ſhall your Names and memorial be left « reproach . 
to generations after you, dayes to come, who thallrepnre you cruel 
men and perſecutors, and ſuch as deſtroyed your people for 
difference in matters of Religion, and without juſt cauſe, and 
thus will your names be a curſe and not a blefling to your Chil- - 
dren and their Children to all ages, if that ye make Lawsand 
execute them to the perſecution and deſtruction of people for 
Conſcience ſake, and for difference in Religion; for perſecu- 
tion was never of God, nor ever juſtifled in ſucceeding ages, 
but perſecutors alwaies were rendred Tyrants, and cruel! in 
the ages ſucceeding them; . condetin” the Pa- 
piſts as reer u ee utors in . Wes, 
for their perſecuting your Fore-fathers? ing James ſai a 
it wal uſually the condi of CHER 175 * ed, but never to 4 
preſecute, Gg. in big Apology for the Oath of Allegience, pag. Nj 
And 7 no true Chriſtians thut ee | 
rpatrets deer Fee ae differenzein Opimin, bur ae fl | 
Chriſtians that kave,s form of gotlinelle Bae att withour the 0 
wer, and out of he Do&tine of the Scriprigres, who * Wo: 


ove your enemies, and render to ud nt 
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6. Conkder e do impoſe upon the Colds! oh © 

perfecuce about {Religions ; gf can never effect. eq, your end thereby, 
gh bores all. into a conformity and uniformiry to your Chure 

Religions N though s acne, and banihment, andthe | 

of lbs e 2. te annar be effected, neit 
is it als —— * Chriftco promote his Church, and to rence 
che contrary-minded by fuch means as force and violence et- 
excited, on mens perſons and eſtates; fa K. James (aid. in I is 
eech in Parliament, 1609. That it is. ſure rule in Divinity, i as 
G never loves to plant his Ghurch with violence and bland, and if 
ye do perſecute to the height h in che cal of Reli on, e wil 
weaken your (elves, and cauſethe love and goo on of 
people to die towards you, and the perſecnted ile grow, a 14 
their cauſe be made honourahle, and many will be inerea ed 
unto ic, for it is uſual in ages that the way and Religion which 
hath been moſt perſecured hach moſt grown, and thus it n uſt 
3 be at this day, and ye can never effe& your (nd 
perſecucion, .nor promote your own Church;-nox deft oy 
bf | the contrary-minded; As a Privy Counſellor to 0 K. F Aue 
the th. of Scotland, adviſed in counſel about the year 39. 
upon the occaſion of diverſitles of opinions then in that Ki 18— 
dom, ſaid be, It ;s an errour of State in 4 Prince for an opinio1 of 
iety to condemn to death the adberers to new Dotirines z for the on- 
ſtancy and patience of thoſe who voluntarily ſuffer all temporal mij ries 
for matters of faith, {tir e who at tft and befgre they-bad 


toe ir cauſe, but to embrace their opinious, pi 2 an cone 5 f ben 
and their ni Fi y, 


my th, 
l Commit that ye do no: glow! Lib i df CG 95 5, 
br doi impoſe and- d by | oo fo 
your fear, an dür, 8 F ofce avi 
ſhould deny their Principles, and con Sade to your Ch 
N perforine, by 
hot of faith js 80 i Written Fo | foch, leir 
laid to your charge; And 4 ſuch fy t 
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nafties, they ye will 5 ll the land with Hy 
ple into time-ſerving W «nd i 
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Vill inſellibly follow, Foth to your ſelves and your people 


And what advantage of bonour will ſueh be toGod and yourj 
Church, bat are sgait ft their Cenſciences ind light forced 
into « ccnſo; mity ſor fear and terrour of men; it makes 
them moniſo)d,more. the Children of the Devil, and time- 


| ſervers, and Hypccritet, and deſtroys their ſouls, and ſuch 


can be no tut members of the true Church of Chrift, but 
are Reprobates, and a diſhonour to God and your Church. 
8. Con fider, if ye conſtrain and compel in matters of Re- 
I'gicy, and do not allow liberty of Conſcience, it is unrea- 
ſenatle ard vregtals and dewn-right contrary to the Holy and pure 
Law of Ged, which ſaith, ye 2 do unto all men, as ye would 
that men ſhould do unto you, and thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy 


ſelf , and this is the fulfilling of the Law; But to be impoſed 


u on and perſecuted forthe cafes of Conſciences, and for the 
matters o Worſlip of God, your ſelves would not willing 

2 and kncwledge, and then it is unequal 
and unjuſt, and contrary to the Law of God, for ye to do 
the ſame to others, which your ſelves would not be done un- 
to; And do not you to this day cry out againſt the Papifts in 
Queen Maries daies, and at this day in other Nations, and 
condemn them as Tyrants and Onnen, ſor Perſecuting, 
Killing, and Deſtroying the Proteſtants, for the matters f 
their Conſcience and difference in Opinion and Judgment ? 
And will you do the ſame at this Cay as they do to others, 
and ſollow their example of cruelty and perſecution, and 


break the Law of God, and walk contrary to it, in doing to 
others What you would not be done unto? And ſeeing you 


condemn the Jate foregoing Powers in theſe Kingdoms for 
Tyrsnts and Uſurpers, and Oppreſſors, for prohibiting your 
way of worſhip, and commanding the. contrary, and diſa- 
nulling ſo much as they could your fervice Bock and Mini- 


try; how can you juſtly, do the like to others, as to force 


waies of Religion upon them, and prohibit theirs and com- 
mand the contrary? if you do it, ye condemn your ſelvesby 
judging of othersin the like _: 

9. Conſider, if ye do not allow liberty of. Conſcience, but 


impoſe Church Government and e paines and pe- 


and ſorce peo- 
o formal waies of 
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norance thereof, which is giedt abomindtlon umto che Lord, 
, and ſuch wit pF er me and faichful in Church nor. 
c 


worſhip, ſome a 4 and ſome in the ig- 
State, but will ſeek advantages Ei you (if they! are for- 


ced by violence in che caſesof t heir Conſciehces Y'and is will |, 
beget great contentions and hatfed iti the minds of men, and 
divide them into heart-burnings one agdinſt.unather, and a- 
gaiuſt you and your Government; for if men become Hypo- 
crites for your fear and terror, and deny their profelled. 
principles and conform, they will 'be falſt-heartedy and en- 
vious, and malicious, and attempt any thing to be freed 
from bondage and impòſit ions of Couſtlence, and their hearts 
will be diſen aged in love and affection to you-wards 3: and 
this will be in bly the effect of perſectition for Conſcience 
ſake, as King Cbarles the I. ſaith iff tis MeSeat. & charitable 
connivance and Chriſtian toleration' often their ſtrengt 
; whom rougher oppoſition fortifies, and puts the 2 5 
Party into ſuch combinations, as may moſt enable them is get 2 
revenge on thoſe they count their 1 Kc. +4. 
10. Conſider, if ye force Worthip; and Religion, an 
. cauſe men to conform againſt their ——— — dangero s 
is this to defirey mens ſouls, and to lead them even to deſtruct- 
on; For ſeeiug ye affirm not the Infalibility of your Worſh p 
and Religion, and yet will impoſe them, and ſo engage me: /s 
| ſouls in dependancy for Salvation upon things and waies u- 
certain, and which God gives not the Frith to believe in; I 
ſay how, dangerous is this to t̃uin ſouls; for in no way can tae 
| ſoul be ſecure but in the faith which God works in the hea t, 
in the Obedience of infallible Truth; So ye run mens ſo Is 
upon a Rock, and it is unreafonable as before mention 4, 
that men ſhould be forced into the profeſſion and practice of 
uncertain and fallible Religion, and that theyſhould be for æd 
by you into that which may be evil, for which not you alto e- 
ther, but themſelves muſt bear the puniſhment in the day of 
the Lord; and except ye could affirm and prove the Int li- 
bilicy of your Church ( which is impoſſible there is no equi- 
ty nor tight reaſon for it, that you ſhould impoſe 1 others 
any more then others ſhould impoſe upon you; foras King 
Cbarles the I. aid in his Medit. He defired not any ſpould be ur- 
iber ſubje& unto bim, then he and all of them might be * mo . 
ee. 3 u. C n- 
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perſecute abour me, ye walk i after the c- 


of Jome of the Heathen Rulers, and of the falſe Chriſtians, - 


and (bews that yeallow of the cruel perſecutions by the 
Church of Rowe, and ye follow their example, who perſe- 
cutes unto death ſuch as they call Herzticks, and if ye do per- 
ſecute for matters of Conlcience, then ye allow the ve 

deeds of the Heathens, who perſecuted the Chriſtians for their 


Religion ſake, and ye juitifie che Papiſts in perſecuting the 


Proteftants; and ye P ainly demonſtrate unto all the World 
by your works and fruits, that ye are of Antichriſt, if ye im. 
poſe on mens Conſciences by force in the matters of Religi- 
on, and perſecute good Conſcience about the ſame 5 for ic 
was the Avichrift and the Beaſt that firſt forced all to wor- 
ſhip, and violently engaged all into a conformity, and killed 
and perſecuted all that would not worſhip according to the Image, 
Rev. 13. 45 ye may read. And it was not Chriſts way, nor the 
practice of any his Primitive Churches to impoſe and force 
on the perſons and Conſciences of men concerning their 
Church and Religion, to caule all into a conformity vhece- 
unto, and deftroy and-perſecute all chat would not; This 
was not the way of Chrilt and his Apoſtles in their daies, but 
they left Religion free, and (aid, they were not lords over mens 
fand, nor lords over Gods Heritage, neither did impoſe upon a 
in doubt ful caſes of cqanſcience, much lefſe compel agaitiſt 
mens Conſciences; for che Apoſtlelefc the priftice of doubt- 
ful things, 454very ene ga . in his pn mind, tb do or 
nat to do, without impoſing by force or directions of perſecu- 
tion about the ſame; Therefore if ye do not allo ffee liber- 
ty of Conſcience, ye are ont of the Doctrine and Example 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and follows the way and exam- 
ple of Antichriſt, Heathen Rulers, and cruel Papiſts, to your 
great diſhonour. 2 
12. Conſider, if ye allow not liberty of Conſcience in the 
exerciſe of Religion, but 1mpole and perſecute about the 
ſame; It muſt inayvidable tend to deſtrey and expel Trading, Hun- 
bandry, and Mrrchendize in theſe Kingdomes, for 4 . of 
Trading and Husbandry, depends upon ſuch Khid of per- 
ſons, whoſe principles are for coleration in Religion, and 
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hates perſecution and violence in that èaſe, this" gewilt fund 
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true on examination; and if 


iberty of Conſrieues be not a- 


priſonment, and Yome to poverty, and ſome to fly into other 


Countries, to the deſtruction of their Cillings and Trading, 


and the hands & induſtriouſnes of ſuch people will be weak - 
ned in theſe Kingdomes, if = cannorenjoy their juſt liber- 
ties in temporal and ſpiritual caſes, and che eff: ts thereof 
will work wofully in this very reſpe&, even to diſenable both 
the hearts and hands of Husbandmen and Trades, and ex- 
poſe theſe Nations to want and poverty, and to enrich their 
enemies. ä 


13. Conſider, if liberty of Conſcience bedenied, and per- 


ſecution be introduced about the ſame; all theſe and maty more 
woful Conſequencies and effects wil follow infallably to the ruin of tbeſe 
Kingdoms , even Wars, and Bloodſheds, and diſcontents, and 
Murmurings, and all evil things will be the product of the a- 
foreſaid cauſe, (via.) of denying liberty of Conſcience in Re- 
ligious matters, for in a word it will tend to and may effed 
the overthrow of you, and ruia your Government and Au: 
thority; for the great and mighty God of Heaven and Eartl 
will be provoked againſt you, and his wrath will go out like 
devouting flame upon you, if that ye limit the _ One, an 
will not ſuffer him to exerciſe his proper right, in being Kin 
in mens Conſciences, to exerciſe them in all the waies of h. 
Worſhip, and matters of his Kingdom, but do oppreſſe, im 
poſe and perſecute about the ſame; This I ſay will infallibl 
work the Kingdoms ruin, end expoſe You and your Ge 
vernment to the indignation of the Holy Lord God, who 
tender of his Honour, and will not give it to another, and h 
lovech and affecteth the cauſe of ſuch, whoſe Conſcien 
are truly tender towards him, and though ye perſecure ſuc 


| lowed, ſuch will expoſed to great a fli&ions, ſome to im- 


— 


and ſeek to deſtroy them, and for a time exerciſe great a 


flictions and oppreſſions upon them, for the matters of the 

Conſcience, yet the God of Heaven will appear for ſuch i 
his ſeaſon, and deliver them, and avenge their perſecutory ; 
And therefore all ye Rulers conſider, and lay theſe thin 
to heart, leaſt ye provoke the Lord again you, by deftro) + 
ing the People whom he regards, and that not for evil de- 
ing, but for the caſes of Conſcience, and becauſe they ca , 


not relinquiſh their profeſſion and principles of their Re igio, 17 
; + Kh an] 


> 
„ * L 
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* 


and bow and conform in tings againfi their light and 


knowledge. 5-48 : 12 89 * : 

11. Conſider, If ye allow not Liberty of Conſcience, whit 
exceeging danger ye run your ſelves into, even to deſt roy juſt men 
and righteous, as Heriticks and erroneous, and may pro- 
mote Hereticks as Church-members, both which are great a- 
bominations in the ſight of God, and this danger ye bring 
upon your ſelves, for ye are not infallible Judges, who are He- 
reticks, and who are not; and therefore may eafil y proceed in 
that way to puniſh ſuch as Hereticks thac are nor truly ſo, 
and except ye could affirm and prove your poſſeſſion of the 
infallible Spirie, ye can noway proceed juſtly and reaſonably 
to deny Liberty of Conſcience in che exerciſe of Religion, nor 

uniſh and perſecute any in that caſe; but if ye do, ye do it in 

orance, and knows not what ye do, and may as ſoon de- 
b true Chriſtiaus and Saints, as Hereticks, for want of in- 
fallible judgment to diſcern who are, and who are not; and 
this is a danger ye ought to avoid by allowing the free execciſe 
of Conſcjence, as the Lord perſwades every mans heart. 
15. And laſtly alſo conſider what a reproach you are under, 
If ſuch whom ye call Hereticks, (and yet doth not infallibly 
know that they are ſuch) be puniſhed, and perſecuted, and de- 
ſtroyed for their Religion ſake, ho are juſt and upright men, 
in their converling beta een man and mana, and unteprovable 
in their dealings among menz (whether they erre in judgment 
in ſpiritual knowledge, or not erre) and ſuch as are drunkards 
and prophane perſons go at liberty, in their ſtage- pla ing and 
gaming, and the like, even tolerated, and unpiunithed. and 
not prohibited, whom all do knew & can diſtinguiſh whoſuch 
are when they appear, this will render your Government to 
evil reputation, both in this preſent time and in ages to come; 
and therefore conſider it, if Drunkards, Gamefters, and pro- 
phane perſons bave more roleration and liberty in their 
wayes of open vanity, then ſober temperate perſons in the 
exerciſe of their Conſciences in Religion, which if any ſuch 
do erte in principle (which is not infallibly known to you) it 
is onely to their own hurt in the tight of God, and he onely 
and not you ought to puniſh them in that caſe; but prophane 
perſons as afore-mentioned are ealily judged by all to be ſuch, 
| and 
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| 2 mad ie, word bur 
and their errour in prattiſe is hurtful to the whole Kin | 


and pertains to you to puniſh ; as Dr. Taylor now a Biſhop in 
- Ireland hath ſaid, his words in this caſe are worth obſerving, 
why are we ſo, zealous, faith he, againſt thoſe we call Heretiths, 
and yet great friends with Drun ards, and Swearers, and Form- 
cators, and intemperate and idle perſons; I am certain a Drunkgrd is 
as contrary to God, and lives as contraty to the Laws of Chriftianity as 
aHeraick, and I am alſo ſure that I kyow what Prunkenneſſe is, 
but I am not ſure that ſuch an opinion is bereſie, Bee. => 


And theſe things I do in all meekneſſe and due reſpect 


both to your places and perſons, preſent to your ſerious con- 


fiderations, chat ye may prevent theſe evil effects that are ſp 
deſtructive unto you and theſe Kingdoms, which abſolutely 
muſt follow, upon not allowing free Liberty of Conſcience in ibe 


exerciſe of Religion; and if any ſhalt object, That to tolerate 


and allow Liberty of Conſcience in Religion is incontiſtenc 
with the ſafety and peace of the King and theſe Kingdoms; 
I ſhall be deſirous to hear from wiſe men what ſuch objections 


are, ſtated by them, and wherein they fay it is not Congru- 


ous with the happineſſe and peace of thele Nations, to grant 
and allow the premiſes z And on ſuch occaſion, I ſhould 
make clearly to appear the contrary, and that it is only 


conſiſtant with the peace and proſperity of theſe Kingdoms 


8 them in their preſent eſtate) to grant and allow 
ree liberty of Conſcience as aforeſaid, in the exerciſe of 
Religion unto all Chriftian people. YI 
O lremember ye mighty men of the Kingdom, that the 
Great and Mighty God takes noticeof all your doings, and 
accordingly will he reward you in his dreadful day, which 
is near to come upon all the World; and wo unto the wic- 
kedin that ay. Ol remember chat ye your ſelves not long 
fince were = ſuffering people, and now you are raiſed up a- 
gain; And therefore be not too zealous to afflict ot here, eſpeci- 
ally for the caſes of their Confciences, in reference to-their 


* 


faith and perſwaſſons about Religion; but be gentle, meek, and 


long · ſuffering towards all, for that is the way to make peace 


and preſerve it with all men, that will gain the affections of che? 


cantrary minded ; but force and —— will exaſperate- che 
more, and never truly reconcile differences among men; and 


make no Laws contrary or different to the pure Law of God, 


bus 
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